
BLENDED FAMILY AGREEMENT

This Blended Family Agreement ("Agreement") is entered into on this    day of 
  , 20   , by and between:

Party 1 (Biological Parent 1 / Stepparent 1):

Name:  

Street Address:  

City:    State:    Zip Code: 
 

Party 2 (Biological Parent 2 / Stepparent 2):

Name:  

Street Address:  

City:    State:    Zip Code: 
 

(Hereinafter collectively referred to as "the Parents" or "the Parties").

RECITALS

WHEREAS, Party 1 and Party 2 are committed to forming a unified blended family household; and

WHEREAS, Party 1 has biological children from a previous relationship, identified as:

Child 1:    (Date of Birth:   )

Child 2:    (Date of Birth:   )

(Hereinafter referred to as "Party 1's Children"); and

WHEREAS, Party 2 has biological children from a previous relationship, identified as:

Child 1:    (Date of Birth:   )

Child 2:    (Date of Birth:   )

(Hereinafter referred to as "Party 2's Children"); and

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to establish clear roles, responsibilities, and expectations for all family 

members within their blended household to foster a harmonious, respectful, and supportive environment; 



and

WHEREAS, the Parties believe that a written agreement will facilitate open communication, minimize 

potential conflicts, and provide a framework for consistent parenting and household management;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and promises contained herein, the 

Parties agree as follows: I. PURPOSE AND INTENT

The primary purpose of this Agreement is to establish a foundation for a successful blended family by 

promoting mutual respect, clear communication, and consistent expectations among all household 

members. This Agreement is intended to be a living document, reviewed and updated as the family 

evolves, and serves as a guide for daily family life, decision-making, and conflict resolution.

II. PARENTING ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

a. Biological Parent Responsibilities: Each Biological Parent (Party 1 for Party 1's Children, and Party 2 

for Party 2's Children) retains primary responsibility for the care, upbringing, education, and discipline of 

their respective biological children. This includes, but is not limited to, making major decisions regarding 

health, education, and religious upbringing, in consultation with the other Biological Parent (if applicable, 

from a previous relationship) and the Stepparent.

b. Stepparent Responsibilities: Each Stepparent (Party 1 as Stepparent to Party 2's Children, and Party 2 

as Stepparent to Party 1's Children) agrees to provide support, guidance, and care to their stepchildren. 

Stepparents shall treat stepchildren with respect and affection, and shall support the Biological Parent's 

decisions regarding their children. While Stepparents may participate in daily discipline and guidance, 

major disciplinary actions shall be discussed and agreed upon with the Biological Parent.

c. Joint Decision-Making: All significant decisions affecting the blended family as a whole, or 

individual children within the household, shall be made jointly by the Parents. This includes, but is not 

limited to, household rules, financial allocations for shared expenses, vacation planning, and addressing 

behavioral issues. The Parents agree to present a united front to all children regarding decisions.

d. Discipline: The Parents shall establish consistent household rules and disciplinary methods for all 

children, regardless of biological relation. Discipline shall be fair, consistent, and age-appropriate. The 

Parents agree to discuss and agree upon disciplinary actions for all children within the household. 

Physical punishment is prohibited.



e. Respect for Biological Parent-Child Relationships: Both Parties acknowledge and agree to respect 

the existing biological parent-child relationships. No Party shall intentionally undermine or interfere with 

the relationship between a child and their Biological Parent, whether that parent is within the household 

or not.

f. Communication with Other Biological Parents: The Parents agree to communicate respectfully and 

cooperatively with the other biological parents of their children regarding co-parenting matters, 

scheduling, and child well-being. This Agreement does not supersede any existing court orders or 

parenting plans.

III. CHILDREN'S ROLES AND EXPECTATIONS

All children residing in the household are expected to: a. Respect: Treat all household members, 

including Parents, stepparents, and siblings (biological and step), with respect and courtesy.

b. Household Responsibilities: Contribute to the household by completing assigned chores and 

maintaining their personal spaces.

c. Academic Expectations: Strive for their best in school, complete homework, and communicate 

academic challenges to the Parents.

d. Household Rules: Adhere to established household rules regarding curfews, screen time, use of 

common areas, and guest policies.

e. Communication: Communicate openly and honestly with the Parents about their feelings, concerns, 

and needs.

IV. FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES

a. Household Expenses: The Parents agree to share household expenses, including rent/mortgage, 

utilities, groceries, and common household supplies, in the following manner:

b. Child-Related Expenses: Expenses directly related to each Party's biological children (e.g., clothing, 

school supplies, extracurricular activities, medical expenses not covered by insurance, college savings) 

shall be primarily the responsibility of their respective Biological Parent(s), unless otherwise agreed upon. 

The Parties agree to discuss and mutually agree upon any shared expenses for stepchildren.

c. Savings and Future Planning: The Parties agree to discuss and establish a plan for family savings and 

future financial goals, including emergency funds and long-term investments.

V. HOUSEHOLD MANAGEMENT

a. Chores and Responsibilities: A chore chart or similar system shall be implemented to ensure all 



children and Parents contribute to the upkeep of the household. Responsibilities will be assigned fairly 

and rotated as appropriate.

b. Meal Planning: The Parents will collaborate on meal planning and preparation, ensuring consideration 

for all family members' dietary needs and preferences.

c. Shared Spaces: All family members are expected to maintain cleanliness and order in shared living 

spaces. Personal belongings should be kept in designated areas.

VI. COMMUNICATION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION

a. Regular Family Meetings: The Parents agree to hold regular family meetings (e.g., weekly or bi-

weekly) to discuss household matters, address concerns, celebrate successes, and plan family activities.

b. Addressing Disagreements: When disagreements arise between family members, the Parents will 

facilitate constructive communication and guide the family towards respectful resolution. The Parents 

agree to address their own disagreements privately and respectfully, presenting a united front to the 

children.

c. Professional Mediation: If the Parents are unable to resolve significant disputes regarding the 

implementation or interpretation of this Agreement, they agree to seek professional mediation from a 

qualified family therapist or mediator.

VII. AMENDMENTS AND REVIEW

This Agreement may be amended or modified only by a written instrument signed by both Parents. The 

Parties agree to review this Agreement at least annually, or more frequently if significant life changes 

occur (e.g., birth of a child, relocation, change in employment), to ensure it continues to meet the family's 

needs.

VIII. GOVERNING LAW

This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
  , without regard to its conflict of laws principles.

IX. ENTIRE AGREEMENT

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties with respect to the subject matter 

hereof and supersedes all prior discussions, negotiations, and agreements, whether written or oral.

X. SEVERABILITY



If any provision of this Agreement is held to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall 

continue to be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law.

XI. WAIVER

The failure of either Party to enforce any provision of this Agreement shall not be construed as a waiver 

of any subsequent breach of the same or any other provision.

XII. HEADINGS

The headings used in this Agreement are for convenience only and shall not affect the interpretation of 

the provisions herein.

XIII. COUNTERPARTS

This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of 

which together shall constitute one and the same instrument.

XIV. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS

This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective heirs, 

executors, administrators, and permitted assigns.

XV. CONSTRUCTION

The language used in this Agreement shall be deemed to be the language chosen by the Parties to express 

their mutual intent, and no rule of strict construction shall be applied against any Party.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Blended Family Agreement on the date first 

written above.

PARTY 1 (Biological Parent 1 / Stepparent 1)

Signature:  

Print Name:  

Date:    day of   , 20  



Address:  

PARTY 2 (Biological Parent 2 / Stepparent 2)

Signature:  

Print Name:  

Date:    day of   , 20  

Address:  


